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The fame d'iftemperature of the air that occafioned the 
plague, occafioned alfo the infertility or noxioufnefs of the foil, 
whereby the fruits of the earth became either very fmall, or 
very unwholfome. . Hales Origin of Mankind. 

To Inff/st. v.a. [ infejier , Fr. infefto, Latin.] To harrafs ; 
to difturb ; to plague. 

They ceafed not, in the mean while, to {Lengthen that 
part which in heart they favoured, and to ivfeji by ail means, 
under colour of other quarrels, their greateft adverfaries in this 

taufe * Hoker. 

Although they were a people infefled , and mightily hated 
of all others, yet was there nothing of force to work the ruin 
of their ftate, ’till the time beforementioned was expired. Hook, 
Unto my feeble breaft 

Come gently ; but not with that mighty rage 
Wherewith the martial troops thou do’ll inf eft ^ 

And heartS'bf greateft heroes do’ft enrage. Spenfer. 

They were no mean, diftreil'ed, calamitous perfons that fled 
to him for refuge; but of fo great quality, as it was apparent 
that they came not thither to protedt their own fortune, but 
to inf eft and invade his. Bacons Henry VII. 

Thefe, faid the genius, are envy, avarice, fuperftition, 
love, with the like cares and paftions that infeft human life. 

Addijori s Spectator. 

No difeafe ityeflls mankind more terrible in its fymptoms and 
effedls. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

Infesti'vity. n.f [in ar\&feflivity.] Mournfulnefs ; want of 
cheerfulnefs. 

Infe'stred. adj. [in and fefer.\ Rankling; inveterate. 

This curfed creature, mindful of that old 
Infefred grudge, the which his mother felt. 

So foon as Clarion he did behold, 

His heart with vengeful malice inly fwelt. Spenfer. 

Infeuda'tion. n.f [in and feudum, Lat.j The a<ft of put¬ 
ting one in pofteflion of a fee or eftate. 

Another military provifion was conventional and by tenure, 
upon the infeudation of the tenant, and was ufually called 
knight’s fervice. Hole’s Common Law of England. 

I'nfidfl. n.f [ infidelle , Fr. inf delis, Latin.] An unbeliever; 
a mifereant; a pagan ; one who rejedls Chriftianity. 

Exhorting her, if {he did marry, yet not to-join herfelf to 
an infidel , as in thofe times fome widows chriftian had done, 
for the advancement of their eftate in this world. Hooker. 

Infide'lity. n.f [infidelity French; inf delitas, Lat.] 

1. Want of faith. 

The confideration of the divine omnipotence and infinite 
wifdom, and our own ignorance, are great inftruments of 
filencing the murmurs of infidelity. Taylor 7 s Rule of living holy. 

2 . Difbelief of Chriftianitv. 

One would fancy that infidels would be exempt from that 
Tingle fault, which feems to grow out of the imprudent fer¬ 
vours of religion ; but fo it is, that infidelity is propagated with 
as much fiercenefs and contention, as if the fafety of mankind 
depended upon it. Addifons Spectator. 

3. Treachery; deceit. 

The infidelities on the one part between the two fexes, and 
the caprices on the other, the vanities and vexations attending 
even the moft refined delights that make up this bufinefs of 
life, render it filly and uncomfortable. Spectator. 

I'NFINITE. adj. [ infini , French; infinitus , Latin.] 

1. Unbounded; boundlefs; unlimited; immenfe; having no 
boundaries or limits to its nature. 

Impoftible it is, that God {hould withdraw his prefence 
from any thing, becaufe the very fubftance of God is infi- 
nite. Hooker 

What’s time, when on eternity we think ? 

A thou fan d ages in that fea muft fink: 

Time’s nothing but a word ; a million 

Is full as far from infinite a6 one. Denham. 

Thou fov’reign pow’r, whofe fecret will controuls 
The inward bent and motion of our fouls ! 

Why haft thou plac’d fuch infinite degrees 
Between the Caufe and cure of my difeafe ? Prior, 

When we w T ould think of infinite fpace or duration, we at 
firft make fome very large idea ; as perhaps of millions of ages 
or miles, which poftibly we multiply feveral times. Locke. 

Even an angel’s comprehenfive thought 
Cannot extend as far as thou haft wrought: 

Our vaft conceptions are by fwelling brought, 

Swallow’d and loft in infinite , to nought. Dennis. 

2 . It is hyperbolically ufed for large ; great. 

Infinitely, adv. [from infinite ] Without limits; without 

bounds; immenfely. 

Nothing may be infinitely defired, but that good which in¬ 
deed is infinite. Hooker. 

This is Antonio, 

To whom I am fo infinitely bound. Sbakef. Merch. of Ven. 
The king faw that contrariwife it would follow, that Eng¬ 
land, though much lefs in territory, yet {hould have infinitely 
more foldiers of their native forces than thofe other nations 
have. Bacon 7 s Henry VII. 
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Infinitely the greater part of mankind have profefled to act 
under a full perfuafion of this great article. £ 

I'Nfiniteness. n.f. [from infinite.] Immenfity; boundleff 
nefs; infinity. 

The cunning of his flattery, the readinefs of his tears, the 
infinitenefi of his vows, were but among the weakeft thread" 
of his net. ^ s 

Let us always bear about us fuch impreffions of reverence 
and fear of God, that we may humble ourfelves before his At- 
mightinefs, and exprefs that infinite diftance between his inL 
niterefis and our weaknefles. Tavl 

Infinitf/simal. adj. [from infinite.'] Infinitely divided. — 
Infi'nitive. adj. [infinity Fr. infinitive, Latin.] In aram-* 
mar, the infinitive affirms, or intimates the intention of affirm¬ 
ing, which is one ufe of the indicative; but then it does not 
do it abfolutely. Clarkes Lat. Gran’ 

Infinitude, n.f [from infinite.] 

1 . Infinity ; immenfity. 

Confufion heard his voice, and wild uproar 
Stood rul’d, ftood vaft infinitude confin’d. Milt. Par. Loft. 
Though the repugnancy of infinitude be equally incom- 
petible to continued or fucceffive motion, or continued quan¬ 
tity, and depends upon the incompoffibility of the very nature 
of things fucceffive or extenfive with infinitude ; yet that in¬ 
compoffibility is more confpicuous in diferete quantity, that 
arifeth from parts adually diftinguiftied. Hale, 

2. Boundlefs number. 

We fee all the good fenfe of the age cut out, and minced 
into almoft an infinitude of diftindlions. Addifan's Spectator. 

Infinity, n.f. [infinite, French ; infinitas , Latin.] 

1. Immenfity ; boundleflnefs; unlimited qualities. 

There cannot be more infinities than one; for one of them 
would limit the other. Raleigh 7 s Hifi. of the World. 

The better, the more defirable; that therefore muft be de¬ 
finable, wherein there is infinity of goodnefs; fo that if any 
thing defirable may be infinite, that muft needs be the higheft 
of all things that are defired: no good is infinite but only 
God, therefore he our felicity and blifs. Hooker. 

2. Endleft number. An hyperbolical ufe of the word. 

Homer has concealed faults under an infinity of admirable 
beauties. Broome 7 s Notes on the Odyjjey. 

The liver, being fwelled, comprefleth the ftomach, flops 
the circulation of the juices, and produceth an infinity of bad 
fymptoms. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

Infi'rm. adj. [infir me, French; infirmus , Latin.] 

1. Weak; feeble; difabled of body. 

Here ftand I your brave ; 

A poor, infirm , weak, and defpis’d old man. Shakefp * 

That on my head all might be vifited. 

Thy frailty, and infirmer fex, forgiv’n ; 

To me committed, and by me expos’d. Milt. Par. Lofi. 

2. Weak of mind; irrefolute. 

I’ll go no more ; 

I am afraid to think what I have done: 

Look out again, I dare not. 

- - Infirm of purpofe; 

Give me the dagger. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

3. Not liable ; not folid. 

He who fixes upon falfe principles, treads upon infirm 
ground, and fo finks; and he, who fails in his deductions from 
right principles. Humbles upon firm ground, and falls. South, 

To Infi'rm. v.a. [infirmer,Yr. in fir mo, Lat.} To weaken; 
to {hake ; to enfeeble. Not in ufe. 

Some contrary fpirits will objedl this as a fufficient reafon to 
infirm all thofe points. Raleigh's EJJays. < 

The fpleen is unjuftly introduced to invigorate the finifter 
fide, which, being dilated, would rather infirm and debilitate, 
it. Brown s Vulgar Errours. 

Infi'rm ary. n.f. [infirmerie , French.] Lodgings for the 

Tick. , 

Thefe buildings to be for privy lodgings on both fides, ana 
the end for privy galleries, whereof one {hould be for an in¬ 
firmary, if any fpecial perfon {hould be Tick. Baton. 

Infi'rmity. n.f. [infirmitc, French,} 

1. Weaknefs of fex, age, or temper. 

Infirmity, . 

Which waits upon worn times, hath fomething feiz a 
His wilh’d ability. Shakejpeare s Winter s ae. 

Difcover thine infirmity. 

That warranteth by law to be thy privilege: yr 

I am with child, ye bloody homicides. Shakefp. P en p. f 
If he had done or faid any thing amifs, he ddired m 
worftiips to think it was his infirmities. Skak. Julius p 
Are the infirmities of the body, pains? and difeales ns 
plaints ? His faith reminds him of the day when thisi corrup * f 
{hall put on incorruption, and this mortal immortality. ° a 

2. Failing; weaknefs; fault. 

A friend fhould bear a friend’s infirmities j 
But Brutus makes mine greater than they fire. Sha e J<.^ 
Many infirmities made it appear more requifite, that a ^ 
man fhould have the application of his intereft. jy\£c& * 


Dryden. 
Dryden. 
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{4ow difficult is it to preferve a great name, when he that 
has acquired it, is fo obnoxious to fuch little weaknefles and in¬ 
firmities, as are iio fmall diminution to it, when difeovered. 

Addifon's Sped?a tor. 

Difeafe; malady. 

General laws are like general rules of phyfick, according 
wbereunto, as now, no wife man will defire himfelf to be cured, 
if there be joined with his difeafe fome fpecial accident, in re¬ 
gard that thereby others in the fame infirmity, but without 
the like accident, may. Hooker . 

Infi'rmness. n.f. [from infirm.] Weaknefs; feeblenefs. 

Some experiments may difcover the infirnmefis and infuffi- 
ciency of the peripatetick dodlrine. Boyle . 

To Infi x, v. a. [infixus, Latin.] To drive in ; to faften. 
And at the point two flings infixed are, 

Both deadly {harp, that fharpeft fteel exceeden far. Fa. §>u. 

I never lov’d myfelf, 

’Till now, infixed, I behold myfelf, 

Drawn in the flatt’ring table of her eye. Shakefp. K. John. 
Immoveable, infix'd, and frozen round. Milton. 

That fling infix’d within her haughty mind 
And her proud heart with fecret forrow pin’d. 

Arcite on Emily had fix’d his look: 

The fatal dart a ready paflage found, 

And deep within her heart infix'd the wound. 

To INFLA'ME. v.a. [infiammo, Latin.] 

1. To kindle; to fet on fire. 

Love more clear than yourfelves, dedicated to a love, I fear, 
more cold than yourfelves, with the clearnefs lays a night of 
forrow upon me, and with the coldnefs inflames a world of 
fire within me. Sidney. 

Its waves of torrent fire inflam'd with rage. Milton. 

2 . To kindle defire. 

Their lull was inflamed towards her. Si fan. viii. 

More inflanid with lull than rage. Milton. 

3. To exaggerate; to aggravate. 

A friend exaggerates a man’s virtues, an enemy inflames his 
crimes. _ Addifons Spectator. 

4- lo heat the body morbidly with obftru£led matter. 

5. To provoke; to irritate. 

A little vain curiofity weighs fo much with us, or the 
church s peace fo little, that we facrifice the one to the whet- 
ting and inflaming of the other. Decay of Piety, 

v. To fire with paflion. 

Satan, with thoughts inflam'd of higheft defio-n. 

Puts on fwift wings. & Milton 

T ftruaed A 'r,;er.' T ° h0t> ^ pai " ful ^ ^ 

If the veficuias are oppreft, they infame. Wifeman. 

lN inflames R * [fr ° m Tbe thin S ° r ‘b* 

Intereft is a great inflamer, and fets a man on perfecution 

'A/r^M- 0 ° Ur u° f T 1 ’ MdiflJtSfeaator. 

Aflembhes, who aft upon pubhek principles, proceed upon 
influence from particular leaders and inflamers. Swift 

caAr g A fir“ ITy - Hf ] The quali/ol 

‘ he 3mbient aif b J IZJZfitrr^ 
Kood: wC e M sr4!T^L p r4h^ 

Wmm A , le adj. [French.] Eafy^e"efl“Xme S : 
having the quality of flaming. * Hame ’ 

*nIfliZ7fi ° liVCS ’ alm ° 0ndS ’ nut ^ an ? P* ne_a Pples, are 
* to 

Inflammable ness, n f rfrn„, ■ a Aliments. 

eafrly catching fire: f t from "■J’^mable.] The quality of 

iNFL^A-^r 1T i f°r abl A s 1 bofe - 

French.] ^ fi ammatl0 '> Latin; inflammation, 

'' I[ 1e of fetting on flame. 

' 1 “, ftate of being in flame. 

but clofely adheres'unto ’the ^origi'nafof "its z'nfir ^® ue ” ce » 

*»X“ -rrftS 

an <l gives it a greater colour ?,il y ? ° ^ Particular part, 

i-. 

Lev, xiii, 28. 
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4. The a6l of exciting fervour of mind. 

Prayer kindleth our defire to behold God by fpeculatioh 5 
and the mind, delighted with that contemplative fight of God; 
taketh every where new inflammations to pray the riches of the 
myfleries of heavenly wifdom, continually ftirring up in us 
correfpondent defires towards them. Hooker. 

Inflammatory, adj. [from inflame:] Having the power of 
inflaming. 

The extremity of pain often create*? a coldnefs in the extre- 
mities: fuch a fenfation is very confiftent with an infiam - 
matory diftemper. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

An inflammatory fever hurried him out of this life in three 
days. Pope to Swift. 

ToINFLA'TE. v.a. [inflatus, Latin.] 

1. To fwell with wind. 

That the mufcles are inflated in time of reft, appears to the 
very eye in the faces of children. Ray,\ 

Vapours are no other than inflated veficulas of water. Derh . 

2. To fill with the breath. 

With might and main they chas’d the murd’rous fox. 
With brazen trumpets and inflated box, 

To kindle Mars with military founds, 

Nor wanted horns t’ infpire fagacious hounds. Dryden „ 

Infla'tion. n. f. [infaiio, Lat. from inflate.] The ftate of 
being fwelled with wind ; flatulence. 

Wind coming upwards, inflations and tumours of the belly 
are figns of a phlegmatick conftitution. Arbuthnot on Diet, 

ToINbLE'CT. v.a. [infledto, Latin.] 

1. To bend ; to turn. 

What makes them this one way their race diredl, } 
While they a thoufand other ways rejedl ? C 

Why do they never once their courfe infiedi ? Blackm. ) 
Do not the rays of light which fall upon bodies, begin td 
bend before they arrive at the bodies? And are they not re- 
fledled, refradled, and infiedied by one and the fame principle; 
adling varioufly in various circumftances ? Newton's Opt. 

2. To change or vary. 

3. To vary a noun or verb in its terminations. 

Inflection, n.f. [inflediio, Latin.] 

1. The a& of bending or turning. 

Neither the divine determinations, perfuafions, or inflexions 
of the undemanding or will of rational creatures, doth de¬ 
ceive the underftanding, pervert the will, or neceflitate either 
to any moral evil. Hale 

2. Modulation of the voice. 

His virtue, hisgeflure, his countenance, his zeal, the mo- 
tl ° n u^L 1 ' S ani * t ^ le tnfediion of his voice, who firft ut- 

tereth them as his own, is that which giveth the very eflence 
of inftruments available to eternal life. Hooker 

3* Variation of a noun or verb. 

The fame word in the original tongue, by divers infieHions 
and variations, makes divers dialeds. Brerewood 

Infle'ctive. adj. [from inflea. ] Having the power of Cd- 

o 

mJr b r ln fl e ? lv J A ualit y of the ai r is a great incumbrance and 
confufion of aftronomical obfervations. Derha?n 

Inflexibility. 1 r r . . verham . 

Infle'xibleness. \ n V * fiextbihte , French; from inflexible.j 

1 * ’ ^ Ua,it y rafting flexure. 

2 Obftinacy; temper not to be bent; inexorable pertinaev 
Infle'xjble adj. [French; inflexlbilis, Latin.] PertmaC > r ' 

1. Not to be bent or incurvated. 

Such errors as are but acorns in our younger brows o-mw 

. T .°° "£'<% .nd .Micity of th.Vbr. 7 mikii tijmin 

flexible to the caufes, to which they ou<dit to yield yldlfli . 

2. Not to be prevailed on; immovable. ^ 7 ' Arbuth ™- 

7 !/ man -M efolv ’ d and ftead X t0 hi s truft; 

Inflexible to ill, and obftinately i u ft . 

k,p ' “• '“r™ 

To INFLICT. v. a. f inflipn In-fl'n t * Locke. 

To put in aa orimpo/fs’apAftment!” 15 Fr ’^ 

watery & ¥ 'f 0 r? him ’ 

SU w!f m ? this I ,unifhmen t which fitymd S n hfp ' 

ca^$r nt viaor in his ^ fi 2 c ’ r - ,i - 

What heart could wift, what hand inflia this dire digS 

By difeafes we condemn ourfelves tr, ^ >r I c ‘' en ’ s £ n. b. vi. 
have been yet invented by an>rer or rel 6 ™' torments than 
greateft tyrants upon the wofft of * '^i b 1 the 

12 H ' » temple. 

Infli'cter. 
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